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WHO is PRAXIS, WHY PRAXIS

Praxis - Institute for Participatory Practices is committed to mainstreaming the voices
of the poor and marginalised sections of the society in the process of development.
This stems from the belief that for development to be sustainable, the process must
be truly participative.

Praxis devises practices to enhance the participation of the community in all its
endeavors while at the same time acknowledging that "participation' is not a te-
chnical or a mechanical process that can be realised through the application of
a set of static and universal tools and techniques, but rather a political process
that requires challenging the existing power structure.
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Thus, for us, the community is not seen as an object but rather as an agent of change.

Praxis believes in quality over quantity. It has a lean and agile team of expert
Participatory Action Research that is incisive and efficient. Any Praxis study looks
beyond platitudes and brings out the community perspective. Praxis's longstanding
expertise in training and capacity building is geared towards creative and effective
strategies to implement participation as a key developmental tool. To this end,
Praxis conducts several workshops, the flagship event being the annual International
commune on participatory development called The Workshop.

Bridge Over Troubled Waters
A Report of Participatory Appraisal of People's
Priorities, Wellbeing and Participation

The waters around Thirupperunthurai, Batticaloa in Sri Lanka, have been trou-
bled for a long time. Long back, a year that the communities do not recollect,
there was an outbreak of a major gastro intestinal epidemic. To make matters
worse, seven men who were working in the port that was eatlier a part of the
village died mysteriously. The villagers thought that it was surely a curse from
above and decided to move out of the village. It was in 1940 after the villagers
of erstwhile Veeppaiadithurai performed a penance to the Gods, that the villa-
gers returned and the village is now called Thirupperunthurai-'return to the port'.
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